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Mission Statement

Believing in the power of theatre to startle the soul, ignite debate and embrace ’
the diversity of the community in which it serves, Cygnet Theatre Company is
fearlessly committed to the dissection, examination and celebration of the human

story through the medium of live theatre.
Dear friends,

Every season, we’re amazed by what a wild ride we get to take
patrons on. This season was no different, comprised of eight amazing
plays that were carefully chosen to open our eyes and our hearts.

Each one supported our mission, stretched our perspectives, and
\ celebrated humans: big, brassy, frail, silly, fighting, fascinating and very
much alive!

The season kicked off with coconuts, killer rabbits, and flying cows in
the Tony Award-winning musical Monty Python’s Spamalot. The fall
uplifted the soul with Every Brilliant Thing, a storytelling experience
with humor and heart. After that came HIR, an uproarious dark
comedy about a household in revolt. Still growing in popularity as a
holiday tradition is A Christmas Carol, which closed out the year. 2019
kicked-off with a roof-raising play with music, Marie and Rosetta,

the story of the ‘godmother of rock and roll’ and her protégé. In

the springtime we brought back our rotating rep with the Pulitzer,
Tony and Drama-desk award-winning epic Angels in America: A Gay
Fantasia on National Themes (Part One: Millennium Approaches, Part
Two: Perestroika). The final show of the season was a hilarious take on
Jane Austen’s classic Pride and Prejudice.

From enjoyable, entertaining fare to emotional and thought-provoking
stories, we really took our patrons on a journey. And all of this was
made possible by the dedication of our staff, the creativity of our
artists and the continuing generosity of our donors.
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Monty Python’s Spamalot (2018) = - Bill Schmidt, Executive Director Sean Murray, Artistic Director

Cover: Angels in America: Perestroika (2019)




MONTY PYTHON'S SPAMALOT

Winner of three Tony Awards, including Best Musical, Spamalot elevated
silliness fo an art form. With nearly sold out houses every night, the show was
a commercial and critical success! A Crific’s Circle award for Outstanding
Featured Performance went to Bryan Banville for his role(s) in Spamalot.

“It’s loopy, loony, zany, madcap, screwy, wacky, nufty, goofy and any other off-
the-wall, asinine-sounding adjective you care to add. When it’'s well done — as
itis here — it’s irresistible.” -Pat Launer, Times of San Diego

EVERY BRILLIANT THING

A West Coast premiere, Every Brilliant Thing wowed audiences. Patrons were moved
and engaged with this interactive play about depression and the lengths we go fo for
those we love. Post-if notes of patrons’ own “brilliant things” filled the lobby and seats
on sfage were available. In addition, we partnered with mental health organizations
National Alliance on Mental lllness and Vista Hill to provide resources to attendees.

“Cygnet has achieved the frifecta in this winning, moving and thoroughly original
play.” - Pam Kragen, The San Diego Union-Tribune

SOUTHERN GALIFORNIA PREMIERE

HIRgot patrons falking and feeling and thinking...which is exactly what we do here

at Gyaner. Audiences who went along for this wild ride were rewarded with stellar
performances and deep conversations on their drive home. We were proud to partner
with The San Diego LGBT Community Genter.

“This pitch-black comedy is raw and cathartic.” - Dan Letchworth, San Diego Magazine

A GHRISTMAS GAROL

Ebenezer Scrooge and Dickens' tale of hope and redemption continues its popularity
as a holiday favorite - with full and sold out houses nightly. Our fourth annual Family
Day was well-attended and included a partnership with Geppetto’s Toy Store, a

visif from Santa Claus, cookie decorating, a coloring station and hot chocolate for
everyone! Additionally, we partnered with San Diego Blood Bank for a pre-show
blood drive.

“! fine-tuned delight and a welcome fixfure of the holiday season.” - James Hebert,
The San Diego Union-Tribune

PLAY WITH MUSIC

MARIE AND ROSETTA

Patrons enjoyed roof-raising performances about the historic musical duo Marie
Knight and Sister Rosetta Tharpe. Partnerships with the San Diego Museum of
Making Music and House of Blues exposed new audiences to Gygnet and engaged
current ones.

“Powerhouse voices.” - Pat Launer, Times of San Diggo
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ANGELS IN AMERIGA
PART ONE: MILLENNIUM APPROACHES
PART TWO: PERESTROIKA

As timely as ever, this stunning epic blew audiences and critics away, receiving Critics
Choice from the San Diego Union Tribune. The two-part play totaled over 6 hours of
theatre, yet captivated patrons the entire time. Partnerships included The San Diego
LGBT Community Genter and San Diego Gay Men’s Chorus.

*Angels resonates in compelling, sharply acted revival.” - James Hebert, The San
Diego Union-Tribune

PLAYFUL NEW ADAPTATION

PRIDE AND PREJUDIGE

We closed the season with the Southern California Premiere of Pride and Prejudice by
one of the nation's most produced playwrights, Kate Hamill. A funny and whimsical
version of Jane Austen’s classic kept audiences laughing and garnered Critics Choice
from The San Diego Union-Tribune.

“This talented comedic cast fakes the reins and runs.” - EM. Reiter, Talk Theatre To Me
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Storytelling on the Green

ARTS ENGAGEMENT

YOUTH

Last year, Cygnet provided 16 in-school workshops
serving 708 students from 15 schools. Cygnet brings
in-school workshops to San Diego County middle and
high school students, exposing them to theatre topics
like acting, playwriting, literature and history. The
curriculum meets multiple San Diego Unified Visual
and Performing Arts and California Common Core
standards. These important workshops were funded by
Kamaya Jane and Diane Zeps, in honor of their mother
Elaine Lipinsky.

Last year, 608 students from 17 schools

attended one of four Student Matinee mainstage
performances. Study guides and post-show forums
with the actors and Cygnet’s resident dramaturge
help further the students’ understanding of each

production.

“Thank you for letting me go to the A Christmas Carol.
My favorite part was all the background noises and the
imagination it put in my head like when somebody was
knocking on the door but there wasn’t really one there.”
- Standley Middle School student

“Every Brilliant Thing really moved me because | deal
with depression. | seem like a very happy person but on
the inside, I'm the opposite. The play reminded me that
there are a lot of people that can help me. | don’t have
a bad life and I'm thankful I'm not living on the streets.
I'm thankful for the great life | have and | realize this
again with your play.”

- Anonymous student

STORYTELLING ON THE GREEN

Last year, approximately 8,000 students and

other visitors attended a Storytelling on the Green
performance. Cygnet presents a theatrical education

program rooted in theatre, literature, and California

MILITARY

In order to reach members of San Diego’s large military
community, Cygnet Serves takes free theatre workshops
to specific military locations around the county.
Currently, the program consists of quarterly two-hour
workshops at Navy Base San Diego and weekly two-
hour workshops at the Veterans Administration ASPIRE
Center. All workshops are tailored to the specific needs
of the participants. This blends active participation in
theatre with life skills such as coping with PTSD, suicide
prevention, and improved communication skills.

Last year Cygnet distributed 309 tickets to local military
service providers through our Tickets for Troops
program so that active duty military service personnel,
veterans and military family members could attend a
performance.

COMMUNITY

To help audiences further comprehend and appreciate
Cygnet productions, Cygnet hosts a series of forums
that are open to the public. For each production, this
includes a designer showcase, pre and post show chats,
and off-site chats and readings in areas underserved by
theatre.

EMERGING ARTISTS

Cygnet has made it a priority to give professional
opportunities to emerging artists and designers.

Last year, six San Diego State University graduate
students received Fellowships funded by Jeffrey

and Sheila Lipinsky. Fellows work with professional
designers to design sets, sound, lights and costumes.
Cygnet also provided professional acting and
designing opportunities for eight recent graduates
and students of UNCSA, USD, UCSD and SDSU.

THE BILL AND JUDY GARRETT
FINISH LINE COMMISSION

Audiences enjoyed a reception with the
playwrights, designer showcases, and staged
readings of three new works at our third annual Bill
and Judy Garrett Finish Line Commission Festival.

Armed Forces YMCA Perfo

o

e, 2016

Emerging Artists Alex Bodine and Wil Bethmann

in Angels in America;2019
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history six times a week in Old Town San Diego State The three playwrights (one local) were each \

awarded a financial grant to complete their scripts.

o

Historic Park’s central square. =4[] & Judy Garrett, Playwright Leah Nanako Winkler

and Associate Artistic Director Rob Lutfy at The Bill and
Judy Garrett Finish Line Commission, 2019

The Bill and Judy Garrett Finish Line Commission, 2019
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Producérs Circle donors

Josephlfand Linda Satz Producers Circle donors Mike & Rhoda Auer

Director Rob Lutfy and Dave Thomas Brown

A

B Legacy Society member Deborah Pantoni Producers Circle donor Rick Artist Advocates Rick & Eileen Brown with Producers Circle donor

oyce Gattas with Producers Circle::- .

ns and Nancy Spector

| with Kevane La’Marr Coleman

REVENUE

As a nonprofit company presenting high-quality, daring and diverse programming, Cygnet relies
on donations from individuals as well as private and public sources to accomplish our mission.
Because ticket sales cover only a portion of the actual cost of producing a show, the generosity
of our patrons is essential to maintaining artistic integrity while keeping ticket prices affordable.
This season Cygnet introduced a new dynamic pricing structure designed to streamline the
ticket-buying process while rewarding our most loyal patrons and early purchasers.

Rinaldi with Morgan Carberry rian’. 5 Rob Watson

EXPENSE

Our commitment to taking artistic risks, producing top-quality productions and hiring the best
actors/designers for each role has made us one of the leading professional theatres in San Diego.
We are especially proud of our reputation for employing equity actors and paying our artists at
some of the highest rates in the San Diego area. Thanks to a gift made by an anonymous donor last
year we were able to increase the rates at which we compensate our theatre artists, designers and
technical crew.

TICKET SALES $1,175,316 Fundraising Events Donated Services L
CONCESSIONS AND OTHER $81,217 1% / A% B R AMMING . FUlllvtllrall(SIIr]g and
R ONS $1.087,835 \ GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATION $113,798 arKeiing
GOVERNMENT GRANTS $178,488 Government Grants FUNDRAISING $387.256 4%
FUNDRAISING EVENTS $198,057 6% \ TOTAL $2,796,582 General and A
DONATED SERVICES $114,276 Administration

REALIZED INVESTMENT INCOME $39 RS

TOTAL $2,835,228

Ticket
Sales
4%

Contributions
38%

/

Concessions
3%

Programming

82%




WHY INVEST NOW?

Cygnet Theatre is one of San Diego’s leading professional theatre companies. We are known
for the quality of our productions and the excellence of our artists. Cygnet has received over
130 awards and accolades for theatre excellence.

We are known for producing adventurous, entertaining and thought-provoking work. We
create high-quality art within a modest budget, which provides challenging opportunities for
artists and designers.

Cygnet is a welcoming place that treats its artists and patrons like family. We provide open,
equal access to our artists, we present theatre that reflects our community, and we provide a
supportive and nurturing home for local artists.

Executive Director Bill Schmidt and Artistic Director Sean Murray at Cygnet 2019 Red, Black and White Gala.

GYGNET LEGACY SOGIETY

Cygnet is honored to recognize our 2018-2019 Legacy Society members for their commitment to
provide valuable resources to help ensure the future vitality and long-term stability of Cygnet Theatre.

Anonymous Donor
Alice Alperin*

Kathleen Hayes
Yolanda Holcomb

Deborah B Pettry
Pamela Richards

Joyce Axelrod Jerry Lester Foundation, Jay Richen

Jan Bart Rosarito, Mexico Dr. Allison Rossett

Mark T Bennett Robin J Lipman Bill Schmidt & Sean Murray
Paula Bentley & Tom Little Donald & Evelyn Louthian Abby Stitt*

Margaret Boyce* Jack & Linda Miller Lee & Michael Stone
Chuck and Katie Boyer Paul Miller Dr. Lynne Thrope
Diane Carpinelli Ree & Maurice Miller* Carey Wall
Ellen Cherin Mike & Mimi Murray Jordine Von Wantoch
Doug & Alice Diamond Wendy & Randy* Nash Rick and Ginny Wisley
Kathy Dunlap* Arthur & Marilyn Neumann Barbara Zell & Bill McHarg, Jr.
Teresa & Merle Fischlowitz Deborah Pantoni
*In Memoriam

MANY THANKS TO CYGNET ANNUAL FUND DONORS

ANGELS
Anonymous Donor

City of San Diego Commission for Arts & Culture

Dr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Heller
Dr. Terry O’Donnell

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS
Anonymous Donors
Ellen Cherin
Bill & Judy Garrett
Leonard Hirsch
Kamaya Jane & Diane Zeps,
in honor of their mother, Elaine Lipinsky
Robin J. Lipman
The Shubert Foundation
Pamela J. Wagner & Hans Tegebo
Harvey & Sheryl White
Rick & Ginny Wisley

PRODUCERS

Rhoda & Mike Auer

Mark T. Bennett

California Arts Council

Florence Cohen Fund*

Marion Eggertsen

Bob Furry & Barbara Maloney

Elaine Galinson & Herbert J. Solomon
Ralph Johnson

Jeffrey & Sheila Lipinsky Family Fund*
Jain Malkin & Gary Watson

Wendy Nash

Dr. Mark C. Niblack

Pamela Richards

Molli Wagner

Carey Wall

Mandell Weiss Charitable Trust
Christy White

Ms. Barbara Zell & Mr. Bill McHarg, Jr.

ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS
Anonymous

Joyce Axelrod & Joe Fisch

Lyn Berry & Joey Minervini

Lisa Capper & Jesse King
Stanley D. Cohen

County of San Diego

Merle & Teresa Fischlowitz

The Jill G. Hall Fund i§¢

Cherie L. Halladay

Norman & Valerie Hapke

Adrian Jaffer & Ann Laddon
Linda Lenhard & Mark Kritchevsky
Judy McDonald

The Don & Judy McMorrow Charitable Fund
Dugan Moore & Philippe Lamoise
Arthur & Marilyn Neumann

Jim & Claudia Prescott

Robert & Doris Reed

Allison Rossett & Sue Reynolds
Rick Rinaldi & Jaime Arroyo
Gene & Miriam Summ

Rob & Betsy Watson

PARTNERS

Edith Andrew-Akita

Lark Bearden & Paula Tallal

Debbie Bodinger & Deborah Pettry
Ms. Barbara Bolt

Dr. Jules Borack

Bread & Cie Bakery/Cafe

Richard & Eileen Brown

Jane Cowgill

Cushman Foundation

Cheryl & Bernard Daleiden

Bernard Eggertsen & Florence Nemkov
The Samuel I. & John Henry Fox Foundation
Martha Frank

Joyce M Gattas

Sheila & Thomas Gorey

Jane & Richard Haskel

The Heller Foundation of San Diego
Dr. Blaine Hibbard

Patricia Hodgkin & Jeff Waggle
Robert Hyman

D.B & Susan MclLeod

Linda & Rick Miles

Charles & llene Mittman

Dr. Lynne Thrope & Joe Parness
Ken & Dixie Unruh

Jordine Von Wantoch

PATRONS

Anonymous Donors

Jan Bart

Sandy & Danny Campbell
Karina & Matthew DeGraan
Alice & Doug Diamond
Mark & Jenny Dowling

Richard & Beverly Fink

Howard Finnecy

Hal & Pam Fuson

Gay & Lesbian Fund for San Diego &/

Paul & Linda Globerson

Susan & Jerry Gonick, in Memory of Mort Schnabel

Sandra Gulden & Leon J Goldberger
Gulden Private Foundation

Jeff & Judy Handler

Drs. Patrick Harrison & Eleanor Lynch

Ruth Hayward

George Hecht

The Henson-Houskeeper Charitable Fund

Mark & Nance Hunter

Osborn and Dea Hurston

Marilyn Johns & Peter Stovin

Janis N. Jones

Lesslie Keller

Jean & Gordon Kelly

Aline King

Jolene Koester & Ron Lustig

Laird Norton Company Llc

Krista Lombardi

Alyce & Mitchell Lynn

Dr. David & Leanne Lynn

Mission Valley Community Foundation

Mike & Mimi Murray

Michele & Robert Nelson

Gerald Ondercin

Barbara O. Orth

Barbara B. Oswalt

Michael Perkins & Anne Turhollow

The Arthur & Jeanette Pratt Memorial Fund

Jim Price & Joan Sieber

Bobby Rabiner

The Mary Lea Johnson Richards
Charitable Foundation

Jay & Julie Sarno Fund*

Anne & Thomas Selgas

Richard Shapiro & Marsha Janger

Jeffrey Silverman

Alan & Esther Siman

Lee & Michael Stone

Ron & Susan Styn

Dianne Sullivan

F.D. & Jacquelyn Talbert

Julie & Casey Tibbitts

Janet Shinn Trujillo

SPONSORS

Anonymous Donors

Robert & Meredith Alcock

Mireille Anderson

Weston Anson

John & Pat Baker

Linda Barner

Barbara Bethel

The Bjorg Family

Chuck & Katie Boyer

Break-Away Tours

Laura Bretton

Lynn O’Rourke Bride & Peter F. Bride

Dr. & Mrs. Edgar Canada

Ms. Diane Carpinelli

Community Service Association,
San Diego Unified School District

Fredrick Cutler

Bud & Gingy Ferguson

Manny & Melissa Fernandes

Ms. Maria Frase

Catherine R. Friedman

Russell H. Ginns

Ms. Cathryn Golden

Susan & Jerry Gonick

Mark & Corrine Harvey

Robert & Meredith Hattrup

Kathleen Hayes

Jim Jaranson

Richard Jasicki

Price & Lyn Kagey

Bill & Linda Kolb

David Laing

Elizabeth Lancaster & Eli Shefter

Nancy Laturno

Pamela H Lester in Memory of Jim Lester

Sharon Lieder

Gene Long

Robin B Luby

James & Betty Martin

Debra & William McCain

David McGrevy & Carolyn Perkins

Dr. Margaret McKerrow

Clifford R. Mcllnay

Judith Menzel

Harvey & Helene Miller

Lynn & Gertrude Mitchell

Lois M Mulcahey & David Lamott
Veronica Murphy & Walter Ritter

In Memory of Daniel T. O’Connor, M.D.
Alexandra C. Pearson & Paul Meschler
Rachel & Robert Perimutter

Marinda Peugh

Dyann Reilly

Lynne & Mason Rosenthal

June & Larry Satler

Al & Ann Schlegel

Dr. Stephen & Jill Seagren

Thomas Silvers

Soledad Club

Nancy Sprotte

Linda Spuck

Tom Stephenson

John B. Thomas & Mary Koto

Henry & Irene Weber

Women’s University Club of San Diego

BENEFACTORS

Anonymous Donors

Actors’ Equity Foundation, Inc.
Edward & Barbara Aguado
Stephen Awe

Eva & Steve Barnes

David Berke & Nancy Lorsch
Linda Bethel

Dr. & Mrs. Paul L. Black

Karen Borowick & Katherine Brecka
Katie Boskoff

Kate & Jerald Bower

Sean Boyd

Janet Caulk

Bonnie Contreras

Chuck Cuccaro & Ana Maria Grace
Miss Marilyn Curran

Béla Dornon

Bill Doyle & Mark Stevens
Mary Kathryn Erickson

John and Mariley Ferens
Jeannie & Steve Foster
Kenneth Freed

Gerald Freedman

Gabe Garcia & Joseph Ornelas
John Gluth

Fred & Lisa Goldberg

Tori & Aaron Haberman

Clive & Janet Holborow

Ms. Yolanda Holcomb

Peter Holt & Terry Usher Holt
Ron & Martha Horvitz

Monika Hseu

Trina Kaplan

Tom Karlo

Nan and Gery Katona

Beverly & Harry Kjer

Arleen & Robert Lettas
Johnny Mah

David McCall and Bill Cross
Kevin & Naomi McLean
Kathleen & James McNairnie
Stanley Nadel & Cecilia Carrick
Lawrence Newmark

Sharon Olsen

Catherine Palmer

Mr. Joseph Payson

Mrs. Una Marie Pierce

Bill Purves & Don Schmidt

In Memory of Ann Richardson
Ms. June C. Rider

Jules & Gail Schreiber
Stephen Seaborg

Laurel Shupp

Hano & Charlotte Siegel

Ms. Nancy J. Taylor

Linda & Gary Thomas

Joseph & Molly Vasquez
Elana & Hal Weinberger
Annetta Whiteman
Willson-Weinberger Family Fund
Sheila E. & Mark Wilson
Marvin & Bebe Zigman

Mr. & Mrs. Buffalo Zobel

* Gifts given through Funds at the Jewish Community Foundation

Thank you to all of our Donors at the Supporter
and Friends Levels.

This listing reflects gifts made from July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019.



Cygnet Theatre Company

Administrative Staff
Bill Schmidt - Executive Director

Manny Fernandes - Operations Manager

Marinda Peugh - Development Director

Laurel Withers - Development Associate
Autumn Doermann-Rojas - Marketing Director

Gabe Garcia - Grants Manager

Nil Noyan - Outreach & Events Manager

Tim West -Community Engagement Director
Jill Jones - Patron Services Manager
Virginia Rivera - Group Sales Associate

Production Staff
Sean Murray - Artistic Director
Rob Lutfy - Associate Artistic Director
Craig Campbell - Production Manager
Jacob Caltrider - Casting Director
Branigan Duguay - Technical Director
Skeeter Barraza - Master Electrician

Season 16 Board of Trustees
Sharon Lieder, President
Mark Bennett, Vice President
Pamela Richards, Vice President
Christy White, Treasurer
Barbara Zell, Secretary
Paul S. Bedington
Cherie Halladay
Ron Heller, MD, JD
Patricia Hodgkin
Ralph Johnson
Robin J. Lipman
Sean Murray
Dr. Terry O’Donnell
Deborah Pettry
Rick Rinaldi
Bill Schmidt
Gene Summ

Photos by Karli Cadel, Ken Jacques, Lauren Natalie, Daren Scott and Rachel Esther Tate

WWW.CYGNETTHEATRE.COM
Theatre - 4040 Twiggs Street, San Diego, CA 92110 | Office - 2410 Congress Street, San Diego, CA 92110

Box Office - 619-337-1525 | Office - 619-574-0059
Tax ID # 57-1146474
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