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Mission Statement

Believing in the power of theatre to startle the soul, ignite debate and embrace the diversity
of the community in which it serves, Cygnet Theatre Company is fearlessly committed to the

dissection, examination and celebration of the human story through the medium of live theatre.

Season Sponsors

Bill & Judy Garrett, Joseph Fisch & Joyce Axelrod, Dr. Ronald & Susan Heller,
Arthur & Marilyn Neumann, Dee Silver, MD, Pamela J. Wagner & Hans Tegebo,
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Barbara Zell and Bill McHarg e e

Amalia Alacon Morris in El Huracan (2023)

Cover: Megan Carmitchel in Cabaret (2022)
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Dear friends,

As we reflected on the journey of fiscal year 2022-2023, nearly a year

after our joyous reopening from the challenges of the pandemic, we found
ourselves deeply grateful for the unwavering loyalty and enthusiasm of our
supporters. Positioned for continued growth, we welcomed patrons back with
open arms, eager to share the transformative power of theatre once again.

Summer kicked off with the remount of one of our best-selling hit musicals,
the edgy and award-winning Cabaret. Next up was our ever-popular holiday
hit musical, A Christmas Carol, with Artistic Director Sean Murray returning
to the role of Ebenezer. Kicking off 2023 was the mystical drama E/ Huracan,
which captivated patrons with its magic and music. In the spring we brought
some laughter and levity to the stage with the classic comedy Present
Laughter. The fiscal year ended with the wonderfully weird absurd comedy
Sharon. This world premiere was part of the Bill and Judy Garrett Finish Line
Commission and was praised by critics and audiences alike.

From heartfelt to hilarious, from the mystical to the absurd, our lineup
exemplified the rich tapestry of storytelling that defines Cygnet Theatre.

The trajectory of growth, in the wake of the pandemic, is a testament to the
dedication and passion of our exceptional staff, board, artists, and volunteers,
as well as the quality of work found on stage.

We extend our deepest gratitude to each and every one of you who has
supported us on this remarkable journey.

Bill Schmidt, Executive Director Sean Murray, Artistic Directer



CABARET

We were thrilled to remount one of our
best-selling hit musicals! This dark, daring,
and provocative musical featured the return
of Karson St. John as the Emcee, accompa-
nied by a stand-out cast. Megan Carmitchel
won the San Diego Critics Circle Actor of the
Year for 2022, which included her work as
Sally Bowles.

“Cygnet presents a superior Cabaret” - San Diego
Union-Tribune

A GHRISTMAS GAROL

Everyone loves Ebenezer! This year was our
seventh season with this holiday classic musical,
and audiences keep coming back to enjoy this
story of hope and redemption. Our long-running
Scrooge hung up his nightcap in 2022, and our
own Artistic Director, Sean Murray, stepped into
therole.

“A well-oiled crowd pleaser” - San Diego Union-
Tribune

MYSTICAL DRAMA
EL HURAGAN

This powerful tale of family and forgiveness re-
ceived its second-ever production at Cygnet The-
atre after the World Premiere at Yale Rep in 2018.
We were thrilled to have playwright Charise Cas-
tro Smith (Encanto) and director Daniel Jaquez
provide our audiences with a first-hand look into
the process through interviews and press cover-
age.

“The best local production of the year so far.” -Stage

GLASSIC COMEDY

PRESENT LAUGHTER

This lighthearted farce won the hearts of our
patrons every night. Artistic Director Sean
Murry charmed audiences with his portrayal of
aging theatrical star Garry Essendine, rounded
out by a strong cast of comedic actors.

“You may enjoy it so much that you'll want to see it
more than once!" - San Diego Story

ABSURD COMEDY

SHARON

This World Premiere by up-and-coming play-
wright Keiko Green received its first reading in
2021 through the Bill and Judy Garrett Finish
Line Commission. Both hilarious and Hitch-
cockian, it had audiences questioning...well,
everything. Sharon received 4 San Diego Craig
Noel Award nominations, including Outstanding
Dramatic Production.

“Wonderfully weird” - San Diego Union-Tribune




From the Page to the'Stage, 2023

Cabaret Student Matinee, 2022 7 »
Students with artist Linda Libb: p

The Bill and Judy Garrett Finish Line Commission, 2022

GYGNET THEATRE ARTS EDUCATION AND
OUTREACH PROGRAMS

All Arts Engagement and Outreach programs

are created to broaden the base of people who
engage with theatre in our community, deepen
the level of engagement, promote equity, diversity
and inclusion, and to inspire greater empathy. All
community engagement programs are offered
free of charge.

Financial Support for Cygnet's Season 19 Arts
Engagement and Education programs was provided

by the California Arts Council, City of San Diego
Commission for Arts and Culture, County of San Diego,
The Dr. Seuss Fund, and The Shubert Foundation.

The Bill and Judy Garrett Finish Line Commission
provided 3 UCSD Graduate students the opportunity
to workshop and stage a play they've been working
on and not had time to finish. All three playwrights
were awarded a financial grant to complete their
scripts.

The inaugural Dee Silver M.D. Commission,
awarded a financial grant and an unrestricted time
limit on the creation of a new play that responded

to our present times with hope and healing. The
process included workshops with The New Harmony
Project, Playwright's Center and Cygnet Theatre.

Cygnet has made it a priority to give professional
opportunities to emerging artists and designers.
The Jeffrey and Sheila Lipinsky SDSU Fellowship
program provided 4 Professional Design
Opportunities for SDSU graduate students. Fellows
work with professional designers to design sets,
sound, lights and costumes.

171 Military family members were able to attend A
Christmas Carol free of charge thanks to donations
provided by our patrons through our Tickets for
Troops program. Cygnet also continues to offer
deeply discounted tickets to military personnel,
veterans, and their families, year-round through the
Blue Star Theatre program.

Over 1,000 students experienced a Page To Stage
Summer Reading Program at one of 20 San Diego
Public Libraries around San Diego County. Page

to Stage is 45 minute theatrical presentation that
inspires a love for reading in children through the joy
of live theatre.

177 students from Stanley Middle School, Preuss
Charter School, Coronado School of the Arts and
Chula Vista Middle School attended in-school
workshops and a student matinee performance of
A Christmas Carol.

237 students from Helix Charter School, Bayfront
High Charter School. Chula Vista High and Hoover
High Cardinal Interact attended in-school workshops
and a student matinee performance of El Huracan.

216 students from Bayfront High Charter School and
Chula Vista High attended in-school workshops and a
student matinee performance of Cabaret.

A puppetry workshop was held for military youth ages
6-12 in partnership with Armed Services YMCA.

A Sensory Friendly Performance was held for A
Christmas Carol. These performances are designed to
create a welcoming and comfortable arts experience
for people with autism, sensory sensitivities, or other
social, learning or cognitive disabilities.

To help audiences further comprehend and
appreciate Cygnet productions, Cygnet hosted
Behind the Curtain showcases with the directors and
designers to discuss the production and where they
are in the rehearsal process.

¢¢ From the Page to the Stage was a true joy
to witness. It is a wonderful showcase of how
the theatre can bring the magic of literature
alive with acting, song, and dance. It was
a privilege to work with Cygnet Theatre to
bring this production to our library patrons,
and an honor to facilitate some of our
patrons’ very first experiences with live
theatre. %9

Carrie M. Kreutz-Landry

Youth Services Librarian,

Serra Mesa-Kearny Mesa Branch,
San Diego Public Library

:}e Bill and Judy Garrett Finish Line Commission, 2022




Artist Christopher Cruz and Artist Advocate
Barbara Bolt at Opening Night of E/ Huracan

REVENUE

**Producers Circle/Donors Barlﬁira
= Zell and BillMcHarg with-Artist Bert:
Fernandezat 20th Anniversary Part

Artist Patrick-Marion with Prodiicers.. - :
Circle Donor Wendy Nash at20th Producers Circle Donors Dr. and Mrs.
Anniversary Party Canada at Tango at Twilight Gala

As a nonprofit company presenting high-quality, daring and diverse programming, Cygnet relies on
donations from individuals as well as private and public sources to accomplish our mission. Because
ticket sales cover only a portion of the actual cost of producing a show, the generosity of our patrons is
essential to maintaining artistic integrity while keeping ticket prices affordable.

TICKET SALES

CONCESSIONS AND OTHER
CONTRIBUTIONS

GOVERNMENT GRANTS
FUNDRAISING EVENTS
DONATED SERVICES

REALIZED INVESTMENT INCOME
TOTAL

$1,003,586
$91,804
$2,079,453
$229,861
$224,606
$ -
$10,108
$3,659,419

Fundraising Events
7%

Government Grants \

60/0 \

Ticket
Sales
27%

Contributions \

57% Concessions
3%

X ' IArtist/Donor Eileen Bowmak arc Sylwestrzak, Artist / Artist Advocate

‘Anise and Artist Advocatelb e at Opening Night of A Christmas Carol |

]

'Producers Circle Donors Richard and:Eileen Brown with Artists. MJ Seiber Producers Circle Donors Wayne, Molli and Mary Wagner at
and Keiko Green at Opening Night of-the World Premiere 0f Sharon. Tango at Twilight Gala

EXPENSE

Our commitment to taking artistic risks, producing top-quality productions and hiring the best actors/
designers for each role has made us one of the leading professional theatres in San Diego. We are especially
proud of our reputation for employing equity actors and paying our artists at some of the highest rates in the
San Diego area.

PROGRAMMING $2,581,653 Fundraising and
GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATION $234,895 Markeotlng
FUNDRAISING $390,690 12%
TOTAL $3,207,236 General and p
Administration
7%

~

Programming

81%



WHY INVESTNOW?

Cygnet Theatre is one of San Diego's leading professional theatre companies. We are known for the
quality of our productions and the excellence of our artists. Cygnet has received over 130 awards

and accolades for theatre excellence.

We are known for producing adventurous, entertaining and thought-provoking work. We create
high-quality art within a modest budget, which provides challenging opportunities for artists and

designers.

Cygnet is a welcoming place that treats its artists and patrons like family. We provide open, equal
access to our artists, we present theatre that reflects our community, and we provide a supportive

and nurturing home for local artists.

Artistic Director Sean Murray and Executive Director Bill Schmidt at Cygnet's 2023 Tango at Twilight Gala.

A CYGNETURE

GYGNET LEGACY SOGIETY

Cygnetis honored to recognize our 2022-2023 Legacy Society members for their commitment to provide

valuable resources to help ensure the future vitality and long-term stability of Cygnet Theatre.

Anonymous Donor

Alice Alperin*

Joyce Axelrod

Jan Bart

Mark T. Bennett

Paula Bentley & Tom Little*
Barbara Bethel*

Barbara Bolt

Margaret Boyce*

Chuck & Katie Boyer
Richard & Eileen Brown
Diane Carpinelli

Ellen Cherin

Jane Cowgill

Alice & Doug Diamond
Kathy Dunlap*

Teresa & Merle Fischlowitz*

Bill & Judy Garrett

Jim & Linda Good
Kathleen Hayes*

Yolanda Holcomb

Janis N. Jones

Lesslie Keller

Jerry Lester*

Robin J. Lipman

Donald & Evelyn Louthian
Jack & Linda Miller

Paul Miller

Ree & Maurice Miller*
Mike & Mimi Murray
Wendy & Randy* Nash
Arthur & Marilyn Neumann
Deborah Pantoni
Deborah B. Pettry

Jim* & Claudia Prescott
Pamela Richards

Jay Richen*

June Rider

Dr. Allison Rossett

Bill Schmidt & Sean Murray
Dee Silver, MD

Bob & Linda Snider

Abby Stitt*

Lee & Michael Stone

Dr. Lynne Thrope

Carey Wall

Jordine Von Wantoch*
Rick & Ginny Wisley
Barbara Zell & Bill McHarg.

*In Memoriam

ANGELS

California Arts Council

City of San Diego Commission for Arts & Culture
Bill & Judy Garrett

State of California

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS
Anonymous

Dr.&Mrs.Ronald J. Heller

Arthur &Marilyn Neumann
Judith Sedler & Douglas Druley
Dee Silver, MD

The Shubert Foundation

Pamela J. Wagner &Hans Tegebo
Barbara Zell & Bill McHarg

PRODUCERS

Dr. & Mrs. Edgar Canada
Larry & Sydney Cousins

The Dr. Seuss Fund g/
Lolly & Duck

Linda Lenhard & Mark Kritchevsky
Robin J. Lipman

Bob Furry &Barbara Maloney
Wendy Nash

Barbara B. Oswalt

Claudia Prescott

Pamela Richards

Erica Ueland

Molli Wagner

Carey Wall

Christy White
Harvey & Sheryl White
Rick & Ginny Wisley

ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS
Anonymous

Joyce Axelrod & Joseph Fisch

The Estate of Margaret L. Boyce
Richard & Eileen Brown

Lisa Capper & Jesse King

Cushman Foundation

Cheryl & Bernard Daleiden

Karina & Matthew De Graan

Elaine Galinson & Herbert J. Solomon
The Jill G. Hall Fund i

Cherie L. Halladay

Jeff & Judy Handler

Norman & Valerie Hapke

Ralph Johnson

Jolene Koester & Ron Lustig

Dugan & Philippe Lamoise

Las Patronas

Robin & Chuckt Luby

Don & Judy McMorrow

llene Mittman in Memory of Dr. Charles Mittman
Mike & Mimi Murray

Penelope & Wayne Perryman

San Diego County Board Of Supervisors
Alan & Esther Siman

Paula Tallal & Lark Bearden

Rob Watson & Maggie Riley-Hagan

PARTNERS

Anonymous

Barbara Bolt

Linda Bethel

Chuck & Katie Boyer

Break-Away Tours

Joyce M. Gattas
Gay & Lesbian Fund for San Diego &/
Linda Globerson

Sheila & Tom Gorey

Dean J.Haas

Bill & Linda Kolb

Drs. Eleanor Lynch & Patrick Harrison
Paul Miller & Julie Greb

LoriMoore

Deborah Pettry & Debbie Bodinger
Mary & Tom Roberts

Allison Rossett & Sue Reynolds

PATRONS

Anonymous

Anonymous in Memory of Bob & Doris Reed
Anonymous in Honor of Pamela Wagner
Mireille Anderson

John & Pat Baker

Mark T. Bennett

Steve & Pat Berkley

David Bevilaqua & Craig Caldwell
Gabriela Cabrero & Eytan Yates

Joe &Kathleen Carroll

Jane Cowgill

Michael K. Davis

Alice & Doug Diamond

Gail Dillt

Marion Eggertsen

Kellie Evans-O'Connor

Martha Frank

Maria Frase

Catherine R. Friedman

Dr. Karen Garman

Cathryn Golden

Pamela Hamilton Lester in Memory of Jim Lester
CarolHanson

Irene Harris & Donna Abrego

Jamie A.Henson & Robert V. Houskeeper
Maryka Hoover

Mark & Nance Hunter

Jay W. Jeffcoat

Janis N. Jones

Trina Kaplan

Lesslie Keller

Laird Norton Enterprises Inc.

Julianne Larsen

Jain Malkin & Gary Watson

Oliver McElroy & Karen Delaurier
Lynn & Gertrude Mitchell

Barbara Orlando

Alexandra C. Pearson & Paul Meschler
Bobby Rabiner

Linda Rankin & Rod Whitlow

Lynne &Mason Rosenthal

Diana Rotert Koga

The Cynthia & George Mitchell Foundation
The Samuell. & John Henry Fox Foundation
Jay & Julie Sarno

Stephen Seaborg

Richard Shapiro & Marsha Janger
Jeffrey & Linda Shohet

Lee & Michael Stone

Ron & Susan Styn

Dianne Sullivan

F.D. & Jacquelyn Talbert

Anne Turhollow

Gretchen Vik

Mary & Wayne Wagner

SPONSORS

Anonymous

Edward & Barbara Aguado

Philip Anderson & Veronica Valdes
Apple Matching Gift Program
Eva & Steve Barnes

Laura Berend &Bill Ziegler
Carolyn & Giovanni Bertussi

The Bjorg Family

Laura Bretton

The Buehner Household

Connie Coe & Michael Kenner
Chuck Cuccaro &Ana Maria Grace
Fredrick Cutler

John & Connie Dempsey

Ryan Fahey

Enid Farrell

Manny & Melissa Fernandes
Merle Fischlowitzin Memory of Teresa Racz Fischlowitz
Dr. Paula Fitzgerald

Lou & Rebecca Gilleran

Russell Ginns

Gayle & Dr. Dwight W. Gordon
Mary & Jerome Grossman
Mark & Corrine Harvey

Thomas &Linda Hawkins
Kathleen & HallHodgson

Yolanda Holcomb

Dr. Judy Issokson

Brenda Johnson

Dr. David K. Jordan

Nan & Gery Katona

Betty Hofman Lay & David Lay
David Gene Long

Jeanne Maloney

David McGrevy & Carolyn Perkins
Leslie & Gary Meads

Steven A. Menard

Brad Monroe &Dr. Therese Botz
Richard & Linda Niwinski
Judy & Larry Nora

Judy & Al Panton

Kim Prendergast

Jim Price & Joan Sieber
Qualcomm Matching Gift Program
Jordan Ressler Charitable Fund *
Rojo & Rosina Reynolds

Heather Sullivan Riley & Jason Riley
Mary Ann Rodarte

Elena L. Salsitz & Kenneth Cohen
SDUSD Community Service Association
Dr. Stephen & Jill Seagren
Thomas Selgas

Betty Jo Shaieb

Lisa & Robert Shaw

MANY THANKS TO CYGNET ANNUAL FUND DONORS

Asa Sheehan

Jan Shinn Trujillo

Laurie Stewart

John B. Thomas & Mary Koto
Uncle Waldoo

Dr. Maria Zack

BENEFACTORS

Anonymous

Actors' Equity Foundation, Inc.
Kathie Adams

Larry Annicchiarico

Robin & Kathy Becker

David Berke & Nancy Lorsch
Katharine J. Boskoff

Ann Bourasa

Kathy Brombacher

Barbara J. Brown

Michelle Conde

Marguerite Jackson Dill

Bob Duffield

Mary Earnest & Jonathan Parker
Jeff Fine

Anne Fletcher

Mary & Gary Gaffney

The Morris & Phyllis Gold Fund *
Susan Graceman

Amy Hallman Rice

Jane &Richard Haskel
Suzanne & Lawrence Hess
Judith &William Horning

Ron & Martha Horvitz
Charles & Karalee Johnson
Alexandra Kritchevsky & Jonathan Graff
Sylvia Levinson

Claudia Lowenstein

Johnny Mah

Jim Marich & Scott Sandel

Dr. David McCall & Bill Cross
Maggi McKerrow

Kathy & Jim McNairnie

Rob Melton & Vic Cardello
Beate Menzel

Clark Mires

Susan G. Mitchell

Jim & Lisa Murray

Lawrence Newmark

Catherine &Bob Palmer

Bill Pommering & Patti Fortin
Bill Purves &Don Schmidt

Bob Rocchi

Barbara Roper

Carol & Gary Rumsey

Gail Saito

Michael Sheehan

Dr. Edward & Evelyn Singer
Linda Small

Cheryl Standard

Sharon Steeber

Stipanov Mebane Fund at Fidelity Charitable
Peter Stovin

Gene Summ

The Conrad Prebys Foundation
Robert & Nancy Walsh

Anne Walter
Willson-Weinberger Family Fund

*Gifts given through Funds at the Jewish Community Foundation
TDeceased

Thank you to all of our Donors at the Supporter
and Friends Levels.

This listing reflects gifts made from July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023



Cygnet Theatre Company

Administrative Staff
Bill Schmidt — Executive Director
Mary Adsit — Graphic Design
Emily Canada - Box Office and Concessions Manager
Melinda DeDominicis — Campaign Manager
Autumn Doermann-Rojas - Marketing Director
Neville Engelbrecht — Grants and Philanthropic Operations Manager
Manny Fernandes - Operations Manager
Hall Hodgson - Controller
Carlos Mendoza - Education and Outreach Manager
Benjamin Monts - Group Sales Lead
Marinda Peugh - Development Director
Eileen Prisby — Event Manager

Production Staff
Sean Murray - Artistic Director
Skeeter Barraza — Master Electrician
Craig Campbell — Production Manager
Eric Clark — Associate Production Manager
Sarah Marion — Wardrobe Supervisor
Allen Lucky Weaver — Casting Director

Season 19 Board of Trustees
Barbara Bolt, President
Pamela Richards, Ph.D., Vice President
Linda Lenhard, Secretary
Lesslie Keller, Treasurer
Edgar Canada, MD
Monique Gaffney
Cherie Halladay
Yolanda Holcomb
Eleanor Lynch, Ph.D.
Judy McMorrow
Arthur Neumann
Anise Ritchie
Mary Roberts
Christy White
Sean Murray, Artistic Director
Bill Schmidt, Executive Director

Photos by Karli Cadel, Michael Pearce
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