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Believing in the power of theatre to startle the soul, ignite
debate and embrace the diversity of the community in which
it serves, Cygnet Theatre Company is fearlessly committed
to the dissection, examination and celebration of the human

story through the medium of live theatre
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Dear friends,

Fifteen years of Cygnet, can you believe it? What a

delicious season it was, filled with delightful variety, pure
entertainment, and thought-provoking theatre. From the dark
and twisted to no-holds-barred fun, it was all classic Cygnet!

The season started off with the stage anarchy of the Marx
Brothers in Animal Crackers. In the fall we were pleased to
re-introduce audiences to the Pulitzer Prize-winning classic
about growing up, The Effects of Gamma Rays on Man-in-
the-Moon Marigolds. The next show was anything but a drag.
Fun and fierce, The Legend of Georgia McBride taught us
how to find our own voice. The holiday season was enhanced
by what has become a San Diego favorite, A Christmas Carol.
January brought royalty to the stage with the feminist re-
imagining of Henry VIl and Katherine Parr in The Last Wife.
In the spring we revived Sondheim’s A Little Night Music. The
season ended with the World Premiere of The Wind and the
Breeze by Nathan Alan Davis.

The dedication of our staff, the creativity of our artists,
and the continuing generosity of our donors made all this
possible.
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Bill Schmidt, Executive Director Sean Murray, Artistic Direcl/or



ANIMAL CRACKERS

Rooted in Vaudeville, the Marx Brothers were notorious for improvisation
and spinning a script. Cygnet’s version of Animal Grackers delighted and
entertained pafrons! Nine talented comedic actors played multiple roles at
breakneck speed.

“Murray’s presentation is a much-needed eve of enjoyment.” -David Dixon, San
Diego Story

LYRICAL FAMILY DRAMA

THE EFFECT OF GAMMA RAYS
ON MAN-IN-THE-MOON
MARIGOLDS

This Pulitzer Prize-winning play by former science feacher Paul Zindel moved critics
and patrons alike. The show garnered Crifics Circle Awards: DeAnna Driscoll won
Outstanding Lead Performance in a Play for her rivefing performance as Beatrice
Hunsdorfer and Conor Martin Mulligan won for Outstanding Lighting Desian. The play
was also nominated for Scenic Design and received “Critics Choice” from the San
Diego Reader.

“What's important is to give all due credit fo Cygnet Theatre and director Rob Lutfy
for bringing new life to a neglected classic” - Jim Hebert, San Diego Union Tribune

MUSIC-FILLED COMEDY

THE LEGEND OF
GEORGIA MCBRIDE

Catty commentary, witty references, glam, and some spirited music and choreagraphy
made The Legend of Georgia McBride a flamboyantly fun comedy. It was nominated
for two Critics Gircle Awards, for Outstanding Featured Performance in a Play by David
McBean and Best Costume Design by Jennifer Brawn Gittings. Cyanef partnered with
Star 94. for the popular Girls Night Out Cygneture event!

“Nt Cygnet Theatre, Sean Murray directs a knockout cast, who lip-synch their guts our”
—Pat Launer, Cenfer Stage



A GHRISTMAS GAROL

Dickens’ tale of hope and redemption continues its popularity as a holiday favorite.

This year marked our highest selling holiday show to date! Qur fourth annual Family
Day was a hit and featured a partnership with Gepetto's Toy Shop, a visit from Santa,
cookie decorating, a coloring stations, and hot chocolate for everyone!

A magical, funeful escape.” - Jim Hebert, San Diego Union Tribune

CONTEMPORARY ROYAL DRAMA

THELAST WIFE

Strong women abound these days, thanks in parf to those who came before us...
trailblazers, innovators and unstoppable women like The Last Wife's Katherine
Parr. Playwright Kate Hennig was in residence for rehearsals. We also partnered
with AlliesforWomen.org to host two Unstoppable Women events: a mixer and a
discussion, designed fo connect women and create dialogue around issues that
matter.

“A piece for all seasons and never more appropriate than now, when infelligent,
unstoppable women will have their day.”- Scene by Jenni Prisk

ALITTLE NIGHT MUSIC

Cygnet was thrilled to revisit one of its favorite musicals, Stephen Sondheim’s A Little
Night Music, which was a hit with critics and audiences in 2008, when it was the first
show Cygner produced at the Old Town Theatre. The 2018 production featured a diverse
cast, and wowed audiences with its stunning melodies, including the ever popular,
“Send in the Clowns,” performed by Southern California treasure Karole Foreman. The
Tony Award-winning musical is considered one of Sondheim’s most beloved works.

“Murray's revisiting of A Little Night Music offers a touching experience...as
satisfying as a theatre fan could hope for” - David Dixon, Talkin Broadway

STIRRING RHYTHMICAL DRAMA

THE WIND AND THE BREEZE

We closed the season with the World Premiere of The Wind and The Breeze by New
York based playwright Nathan Alan Davis. This poetic, slice-of-life drama was part of
The Bill and Judy Garrett Finish Line Commission in 2016, where it moved audiences
withits humanity and humor. The playwright was in residence and our cast and design
team went to Milwaukee Repretory Theatre to workshop the play. We partnered with
Urban Beats and Boys to Men to engage younger audiences, and our growing Donuts
with the Directors event once again brought key stakeholders and community groups
together to learn more ahout the show.

“A wonderful, aching experience” Pat Launer, Genter Stage




Storytelling on the Green
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. The Bill and Judy Garrett Finish Line Commission, 2018

YOUTH ENGAGEMENT

In-School Student Workshops

Cygnet brings in-school workshops to San Diego
County middle and high school students, exposing
them to theatre topics like acting, playwriting, literature
and history. The curriculum meets multiple San Diego
Unified Visual and Performing Arts and California
Common Core standards. Last year, Cygnet provided
46 free workshops, serving 1,075 students.

Student Matinees

Last year, 798 students attended free Student
Matinee main stage performances. Study guides
and post-show forums with the actors and Cygnet’s
resident dramaturge help further the students’
understanding of each production.

“I'm glad | saw The Last Wife at Cygnet Theatre. I've
learned from this show that | can be in control and |
should continue to stand for what it is | believe in. Thank
you for that.”

-Sonya Valle, Bayfront Charter High School student

Storytelling on the Green

Storytelling on the Green presents live, abridged works
from Shakespeare and other classic authors free of
charge, in the Old Town San Diego State Historic Park’s
central square. Last year, over 3,000 youth and
adults attended 280 performances.

Discounted Tickets for Students
Each year Cygnet discounts ticket prices for students,
totaling more than $30,000 in savings each year.

“Our faculty believes Cygnet productions greatly
contribute to our students’ social-emotional education
and literacy development. We appreciate Cygnet’s
welcoming inclusion and support of students. We
could never attend without the specially priced student
tickets.”
- Dr. Diane Lapp,
Health Sciences High and Middle College teacher

THEBILL AND JUDY GARRETT
FINISH LINE COMMISSION

Audiences enjoyed a reception with the
playwrights, designer showcases, and staged
readings of three new works at our second
annual Bill & Judy Garrett Finish Line Commission
festival. The three playwrights (one local) were
each awarded a financial grant to complete their
scripts.



MILITARY ENGAGEMENT

Blue Star Theatre

As a Blue Star Theatre, in collaboration with

the Theatre Communications Group and Blue

Star Families, Cygnet continues to offer deeply
discounted tickets to military personnel, veterans,
and their families, year round.

Tickets For Troops

Last year, 499 free tickets were donated to active
military, veterans and their families. Cygnet Donors
provide funding for this program and the tickets are
distributed by our military partner agencies.

Military Performances

Cygnet Serves launched two separate performance
series, of seven shows each, for a total of 14
performances serving over 400 military family
members free of charge.

Individualized Military Workshops

We provided 35 weekly Creative Expressions
workshops at ASPIRE, serving veterans, four quarterly
workshops at Navy Base San Diego, serving active
military and families, and two workshops for children
from military families. Overall, we provided 41 free
individualized workshops to 74 local military family
members.

EMERGING ARTISTS

Recognizing that nurturing young talent is crucial for
the future of theatre, Cygnet has made it a priority
to give professional opportunities to young artists
and designers. Thanks to a generous donation from
Jeffrey and Sheila Lipinsky, Cygnet was able to hire
four design fellows from San Diego State University
who helped design sets, lights and costumes. Cygnet
also hired a scenic designer from the University

of Carolina School of the Arts and production
assistants from Grossmont College and Emerson
College. Cygnet also provided professional directing
and acting opportunities for select recent theatre
school graduates, often offering them their first
Actor’s Equity contract and helping launch their
professional careers. Last year, Cygnet hired two
artists from the University of Carolina School of the
Arts and one artist from Grossmont College. Since
this program began, several artists have appeared
on and off Broadway and others have returned

to Cygnet, including Cygnet’s Associate Artistic
Director, Rob Lutfy.

Cygnet Serves A Christmas Carol production,
2016

En‘fer_gir)g Artist!-Demetriqs Clayton




Producers Circle Donor
Wendy Nash with artists

Legacy Society Donor Yolanda Holcomb
‘and guest

As a nonprofit company presenting high-quality, daring and diverse programming, Cygnet relies
on donations from individuals as well as private and public sources to accomplish our mission.

Because ticket sales cover only a portion of the actual cost of producing a show, the generosity
of our patrons is essential to maintaining artistic integrity while keeping ticket prices affordable.

REVENUE

TICKET SALES $1150,015 Fundraising Events Donated Services
CONCESSIONS $83,717 9% ’ 4%
CONTRIBUTIONS $1,005,139

GOVERNMENT GRANTS $197,922 Government Grants

FUNDRAISING EVENTS $246,310 7% \
DONATED SERVICES $107,571
REALIZED INVESTMENT INCOME $251
TOTAL $2,790,925

Ticket
Sales
4%

Contributions
36%

/

Concessions
3%



Noyan Karakas wit roducers 'Ci-?ZIe Donors
Barbara Zell ang,__‘ cHarg, Jr. \

Cygnet has experienced strong revenue growth over the past few years from $2.3M in 2014-2015
to $2.7M in 2017-2018. Nevertheless, expenses have also increased during this time. To improve the
financial position of the theatre, Cygnet cut $300K from the fiscal budget. The biggest savings
measures included reducing the size of its administrative office space, adjusting staffing levels, and
reducing the number of preview performances. In addition, the company has implemented new
tools to better track and control expenses.

EXPENSE

PROGRAMMING $2,286,538 Fundraising and
GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATION $132,429 Marketing
FUNDRAISING AND MARKETING $377,615 13%
TOTAL $2,796,582 General and i

Administration
%

B

Programming

82%



WHY INVESTNOW?

Cygnet Theatre is one of San Diego’s leading professional theatre companies. We are known for the
quality of our productions and the excellence of our artists. Cygnet has received over 130 awards and
accolades for theatre excellence.

We are known for producing adventurous, entertaining and thought-provoking work. We create
high-quality art within a modest budget, which provides challenging opportunities for artists and

designers.

Cygnet is a welcoming place that treats its artists and patrons like family. We provide open, equal
access to our artists, we present theatre that reflects our community, and we provide a supportive
and nurturing home for local artists.

Associate Artistic Director Robby Lutfy, Executive Director Bill Schmidt and Artistic Director Sean Murray.

GYGNET LEGACY SOGIETY

Cygnet is honored to recognize our Legacy Society members for their commitment to provide valu-
able resources to help ensure the future vitality and long-term stability of Cygnet Theatre.

Anonymous Donor
Alice Alperin*

Joyce Axelrod

Jan Bart

Mark T Bennett

Paula Bentley & Tom Little
Margaret Boyce*
Chuck and Katie Boyer
Diane Carpinelli

Ellen Cherin

Doug & Alice Diamond
Kathy Dunlap*

Teresa & Merle Fischlowitz

Kathleen Hayes

Yolanda Holcomb

Jerry Lester Foundation,
Rosarito, Mexico

Robin J Lipman

Jack & Linda Miller

Paul Miller

Ree & Maurice Miller*

Wendy & Randy* Nash

Arthur & Marilyn Neumann

Deborah Pantoni

Deborah B Pettry

Pamela Richards

Jay Richen

Dr. Allison Rossett

Bill Schmidt & Sean Murray
Abby Stitt*

Lee & Michael Stone

Dr. Lynne Thrope

Jordine Von Wantoch

Rick and Ginny Wisley
Barbara Zell & Bill McHarg, Jr.

*In Memoriam



MANY THANKS TO CYGNET ANNUAL FUND DONORS

ANGELS
Anonymous Donor

City of San Diego Commission for Arts & Culture e

Ronald & Susan Heller

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS

Anonymous Donor

Ellen Cherin

Bill & Judy Garrett

Leonard Hirsch

Kamaya Jane & Diane Zeps in Honor of
Their Mother, Elaine Lipinsky

Carey Wall

Harvey & Sheryl White

PRODUCERS

American Theatre Wing

Mark T. Bennett

April Blankfort

Florence Cohen Fund*

County of San Diego

Elaine Galinson & Herbert Solomon donor
Advised Fund*

Robert Hyman

Ralph P. Johnson

Jeffrey & Sheila Lipinsky Family Fund*

Wendy Nash

Arthur & Marilyn Neumann

Dr. Terry O’Donnell

Pamela Richards

The Shubert Foundation

Molli Wagner

Mandell Weiss Charitable Trust

Ms. Barbara Zell & Mr. Bill McHarg, Jr.

ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS
Anonymous

Rhoda & Mike Auer

Debbie Bodinger & Deborah Pettry
Bread & Cie Bakery/Cafe
Break-Away Tours

Larry & Sydney Cousins

Marion Eggertsen

Martha Frank
Jerry & Jill Hall Charitable Fund &
Norman & Valerie Hapke

Jane & Richard Haskel

Adrian Jaffer & Ann Laddon

Jean & Gordon Kelly

Jolene Koester & Ron Lustig

Linda Lenhard & Mark Kritchevsky
The Jerry Lester Boys & Girls Club of Rosarito
Robin J. Lipman

The Estate of Maurice and Ree Miller
Mark C. Niblack, M.D.

Verna Nickel

Jim & Claudia Prescott

Robert & Doris Reed

Rick Rinaldi & Jaime Arroyo

The San Diego Foundation

Pamela J. Wagner & Hans Tegebo
Rob & Betsy Watson

Christy White

Rick & Ginny Wisley

PARTNERS

Edith Andrew-Akita

The Arthur & Jeanette Pratt Memorial Fund
Jan Bart

Dr. Jules Borack

Stanley D. Cohen

CONSOR IP Consulting and Valuation
Cushman Foundation

Bernard Eggertsen & Florence Nemkov
The Samuel |. & John Henry Fox Foundation
Sheila & Tom Gorey

Cherie L. Halladay

The Heller Foundation of San Diego

Dr. Blaine Hibbard

Sharon Lieder

D.B & Susan MclLeod

Charles & llene Mittman

Lori Moore

Eleanor & Jerome Navarra

Allison Rossett & Sue Reynolds

Ken & Dixie Unruh

Jordine Von Wantoch

PATRONS

Anonymous Donors

Actors’ Equity Foundation, Inc.
Joyce Axelrod & Joseph Fisch
Ms. Jan Bart

Ms. Barbara Bolt

Chuck & Katie Boyer

Richard & Eileen Brown

Lisa Capper & Jesse King

Boyd & Rita Collier

Jane Cowagill

Cheryl & Bernard Daleiden

Alice & Doug Diamond

Mark & Jenny Dowling

Richard & Beverly Fink

Howard Finnecy

First American Trust

Bob Furry & Barbara Maloney

Joyce M Gattas Ph.D

Susan & Jerry Gonick

Sandra Gulden & Leon J Goldberger Gulden
Private Foundation

Drs. Patrick Harrison & Eleanor Lynch

Robert & Meredith Hattrup

George Hecht

Pete Johnson

Jean & David Laing

Laird Norton Company LLC

Brooke Loomis

Diana & John Lorne

Peggy Matthews

Oliver McElroy & Karen Delaurier

Bill McHarg, Jr.

B. Kathlyn Mead

Linda & Rick Miles

Nessa Moll

Tim Mulligan & Sean Murphy

Stanley Nadel & Cecilia Carrick

Alexandra C. Pearson & Paul Meschler

Michael Perkins & Anne Turhollow

Jim Price & Joan Sieber

Jay & Julie Sarno Fund *

Dr. Stephen & Jill Seagren

Tom & Anne Selgas

Alan & Esther Siman

Katherine & Joel Spengler

Ron & Susan Styn

Dianne Sullivan

Gene Summ

F.D. & Jacquelyn Talbert

John B. Thomas & Mary Koto

Dr. Lynne Thrope & Joe Parness

Christine & Barry Tobias

Erica Ueland

Joseph Wollenberger & Ettie Delawie

Joseph & Kimberly Zakowski

SPONSORS

Anonymous Donors

Apple Matching Gift Program

Susan Barnett

Karen Brecka Borowick & Katherine Brecka
Laura Bretton

Barbara Burrill & Dennis Cooper

Dr. & Mrs. Edgar Canada

Janell Cannon

Diane Carpinelli

Charles A. Cuccaro and Ana Maria Grace
John & Mariley Ferens

Bud & Gingy Ferguson

Manny & Melissa Fernandes

Suzy Fitch

Judith & Dr. William Friedel
Catherine R. Friedman

Hal & Pam Fuson

Susan & Barry Graceman
Jeff & Judy Handler

Ruth Hayward

Jamie Henson & Robert Houskeeper
Suzanne & Lawrence Hess

Peter Holt & Terry Usher Holt

Janet & George Hoover

Mark & Nance Hunter

Dr. Jim Jaranson Fund of the Minneapolis
Foundation

Tony & Joyce Joseph

Elaine Kalin

Linda L. Keene

Bill & Linda Kolb

Diane Larabee

Julianne Larsen & James Forbes

Dr. Eric L. Lasley

Arleen & Robert Lettas

Lois & Lawrence Lewis

David E. Long

Dr. David & Leanne Lynn

Mrs. Heike Maglaque

Ronna & William Mallios

Lisé Markham

In Memory of Judge Alex McDonald
Harvey & Helene Miller

David McGrevy & Carolyn Perkins
Jack & Linda Miller

Susan G. Mitchell

Dugan Moore

Veronica Murphy & Walter Ritter
Mike & Mimi Murray

Barbara O. Orth

Barbara B. Oswalt

Marinda Peugh

Bobby Rabiner

In Memory of Ann Richardson
Russell & Brigid Schnapp

SDUSD Community Service Association
Soledad Club

Nancy Sprotte

Ms. Robin D. Starka

BENEFACTORS

Edward & Barbara Aguado

Michel Anderson

Eva Barnes

Lyn Berry

David Bevilaqua & Craig Caldwell

Maya Binun & Mark Laffoon

Doreen & Stephen Black

Kate & Jerald Bower

Ken & Edythe Brown

Michelle Conde

B. Contreras

Jeff & Tania Doggett

Eliand Liz

Ms. Debra Erickson

Doris Faulkner

Nancy Fletcher

Gabe Garcia & Joseph Ornelas

Marlene Giles

Russell H. Ginns

Google Matching Gift Program

Linda C. Hall

Emily Hardesty

Nancy James

Lesslie Keller

Julianne Larsen & James Forbes in
Honor of Pamela Richards

Reinette Levine

Chuck & Robin Luby

Johnny Mah

Richard Manion & Bill Coleman

Lynne Martin

In Memory and Tribute to Judge Alex McDonald

Judy McDonald

Dr. Margaret McKerrow

Lynn & Gertrude Mitchell

Sylvia Montero

In Honor of Wendy Nash

Steve Nehamen

Mrs. Jodi Kae O’'Brien

Bill Purves & Don Schmidt

Mr. Mason P. Rosenthal

Morton & Edith Jane Schnabel

Stephen Seaborg

Asa Sheehan

Laurel Shupp

Thomas Silvers

Dr. Edward & Evelyn Singer

Nora Smith

Judith & Larry Sowder

Jack Sprengle

The Stones

Judy Strick

Cathy & Jeff Tschiltsch

Carol S. Tuggey

Henry & Irene Weber

Elana & Hal Weinberger

Sheila E. & Mark Wilson

Toni A. Wisehart

Mr. Gary Witschy

Craig & Barbara Wolf

* Gifts given through Funds at the Jewish Community Foundation

Thank you to all of our Donors at the Supporter
and Friends Levels.

This listing reflects gifts made from July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018.



Cygnet Theatre Company

Administrative Staff
Bill Schmidt - Executive Director
Manny Fernandes - Operations Manager
Marinda Peugh - Development Director
Autumn Doermann-Rojas - Marketing Director
Gabe Garcia - Development Associate
Nil Noyan - Outreach and Events Manager
Tim West - Director of Community Engagement
Michelle Millum - Patron Services Manager
Ria Dey - A/P Clerk
Virginia Rivera - Group Sales Associate

Production Staff
Sean Murray - Artistic Director
Rob Lutfy - Associate Artistic Director
Craig Campbell - Production Manager
Jacob Caltrider - Casting Director
Branigan Duguay - Technical Director
Skeeter Barraza - Master Electrician

Season 15 Board of Trustees
Deborah B. Pettry, PhD, President
Pamela Richards, Vice President
Rick Rinaldi, Vice President
Mark T. Bennett, Secretary
Christy White, Treasurer
Paul S. Bedington
April Blankfort
Ron Heller, MD, JD
Ralph P. Johnson
Sharon Lieder
Robin J. Lipman
Sean Murray
Wendy Nash
Arthur Neumann, CPA
Terry O’Donnell
Bill Schmidt
Gene Summ
Barbara Zell

Photos by Karli Cadel, Ken Jacques, Lauren Natalie, Daren Scott, Rachel Esther Tate and Adriana Zuniga
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WWW.CYGNETTHEATRE.COM
Theatre - 4040 Twiggs Street, San Diego, CA 92110 | Office - 2410 Congress Street, San Diego, CA 92110

Box Office - 619-337-1525 | Office - 619-574-0059
Tax ID # 57-1146474
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