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Our Lucky Thirteenth Season proved to be an eclectic ride.

We began the new season with the Regional Premiere of the moving musical Dogfight, by the 

up-and-coming duo Pasek and Paul. A romantic and heartbreaking story about how a cruel bet leads 

to discovery and the power of compassion, Dogfight was nominated for seven San Diego Critics 

Circle Awards, winning as Outstanding Resident Musical. In the fall, we continued with our rep-

ertory exploration of Noël Coward’s classic comedy of bad manners, Hay Fever, paired with the 

seldom-produced drama, The Vortex. This pairing gave our audiences an opportunity to discovery 

opposite facets of Coward’s writing. We continued to polish our own musical adaptation of A 

Christmas Carol, introducing all new puppets built by Lynne Jennings and the San Diego Guild of 

Puppetry. A Christmas Carol is still a holiday tradition that continues to be a strong performer in 

our season. January brought us the Southern California premiere of the haunting play When the 

Rain Stops Falling. This new play explored the ways the sins of our past can continue to plague 

future generations…only confrontation, forgiveness and acceptance can allow one to break past 

chains and move freely into the future. In the Spring, we celebrated with a naughty and campy 

revival of the cult classic Richard O’Brien’s The Rocky Horror Show. The interactive relationship 

with the audience made for a fun and singular evening. The season finished up with the San 

Diego premiere of Aaron Posner’s Stupid F**king Bird, an irreverent deconstruction of Chekov’s 

The Seagull. Mr. Posner came out to see the performance and joined us in a discussion about 

creating theatre and his playwriting. He described our production as “A Revelation.” 

Once again, Cygnet reached new milestones with increased revenue in both contributed and earned 

income, completing the year with income up over 14% and in excess of 2.6 million dollars. The income 

growth has allowed Cygnet to expand programming and increase outreach into our community. 

This year also saw significant growth in the Cygnet family. We were thrilled to begin the year with the 

addition of Rob Lutfy as our new Associate Artistic Director. Rob has directed for Cygnet in the past 

as a guest director and brings with him a fresh style and view on theatre. Rob directed When the Rain 

Stops Falling and Stupid F**king Bird this season. He also spearheaded the creation of our new 

play development program.  We also hired Marinda Peugh as our new Director of Development.  

Coming to us with years of experience in development at The American Red Cross, Marinda is an 

avid lover of theatre and the arts.  Marinda and Rob compliment the team nicely, and we are excited 

to have them on board. 

All this incredible success was made possible by the dedication of our staff, the creativity of our 

artists and the continuing generosity and support of our donors and subscribers.

Bill Schmidt, Executive Director  Sean Murray, Artistic Director

Believing in the power of theatre to startle the soul, ignite 

debate and embrace the diversity of the community in 

which it serves, Cygnet Theatre Company is fearlessly 

committed to the dissection, examination and celebration  

of the human story through the medium of live theatre.

Season Sponsors  
Anonymous, Bill and Judy Garrett,  

Leonard Hirsch, Kamaya Jane and  

Diane Zeps in Honor of their Mother,  

Elaine Lipinsky 



AWARD-WINNING DRAMA

WHEN THE RAIN STOPS FALLING 
Dubbed “The Best New Play of the Year” in 2010 by Time Magazine, our winter 
production by Andrew Bovell was a catalyst for conversation for all who saw 
it. Taking place in London and various parts of Australia, patrons were treated to 
a special Dialect Discussion post-show forum with the show’s Dialect Coach, 
Vanessa Dinning, which included a mini-dialect session.

“The show’s cast of talented actors...keep the audiences riveted. When the Rain 
Stops Falling is both devastating and hopeful, a production San Diegans will be 
discussing for a long time to come.” - Nina Garin, KPBS 

“Will no doubt rank among San Diego’s best shows of 2016.” - San Diego Union-Tribune  

CULT FAVORITE 

RICHARD O’BRIEN’S  
THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW
Nobody rocks fishnets and heels like Dr. Frank-n-Furter. Complete with late night 
showings and costume contests, audience members hooted and hollered at cast 
members with the help of special prop kits sold at concessions.  A very tongue-in-
cheek partnership with the San Diego Blood Bank included a pre-show blood drive 
which generated life-saving blood donations from cast, crew, staff and patrons that 
had the power to touch the lives of at least 39 people.

“Murray and his company have knocked one out of the park (and maybe clear to 
Frank’s home planet of Transylvania).” - San Diego Union-Tribune

HILARIOUS CONTEMPORARY REMIX 

STUPID F**KING BIRD 
Cygnet closed out the season with a bang, quite literally. The “sort-of adaptation” of 
Anton Chekhov’s The Seagull received rave reviews, including from the playwright 
himself, Aaron Posner, who we were honored to have attend a performance.  He said: 
“It is always delightful to see your work treated with love, respect and true talent. See-
ing SFB at Cygnet was not only genuinely enjoyable but also a revelation. I learned 
new things about my own work from the production, which was really exciting. Robby 
and the entire team - actors, designers, everyone - attacked the play with intelligence, 
insight and a lot of f**king energy and talent. You can’t really ask for anything more 
than that. It’s a really excellent production.”

“Hats off to Cygnet for raising the banner of revolution and bringing a classic into the 
21st century, giving us a night to experience, not just watch.”  - San Diego Jewish World

UPLIFTING MUSICAL 

DOGFIGHT
The season started strong right out of the gate.  Dogfight wowed critics and 
audiences alike, receiving a whopping seven Critics Circle Nominations and  
winning Outstanding Resident Musical.  It was also hailed as one of the year’s 
Best Resident Musicals on multiple “Best of” lists. In addition to our regular 
Cygneture events, we were proud to host a special pre-show Tequila Tasting 
night in partnership with The Tequila Factory. 

“Dogfight commands attention….a must see this summer.” - San Diego Union Tribune

“Murray directs Dogfight with assurance, imagination, sensitivity, and flair, aided 
and abetted by a cast of mostly San Diego-based triple-threats, nine performers who 
can hold their own against any New York City cast.”- StageSceneLA

PERFORMING IN REPERTORY 

NOEL COWARD REP 
Continuing the tradition of two shows performed in rotating rep, Hay Fever and The 
Vortex showed audiences the light and dark of playwright Noel Coward. We were proud 
to receive two Critics Circle Awards nominations. We partnered with popular cabaret 
venue Martinis Above Fourth for a special Martini Night.  Guest bartenders served up 
two special martinis inspired by both shows. Cygnet also partnered with  Make-A-Wish 
San Diego.  The organization promoted the rep to their supporters, and Cygnet hosted a 
special pass-the-hat evening, collecting over $500 to benefit the non-profit.  

	 HAY FEVER LIGHT AND MADCAP
	� “Quintessential Coward. It’s a sheer delight from start to finish.” – Times of San Diego 

	 THE VORTEX DARK AND SHOCKING
	 “So edge-of-the-seat intense…it’s hard to breathe.” – San Diego Union Tribune

A HOLIDAY TRADITION

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
Ebenezer Scrooge and Dickens’ tale of hope and redemption continued to hold 
steady as a holiday favorite. Our second annual family day was a big hit and 
included cookie decorating, a coloring station and hot chocolate for everyone!  
We partnered with Mission Federal Credit Union, San Diego Family Magazine, 
and the non-profit Special Needs Resource Foundation of San Diego.  Together 
with Mission Federal and a pass-the-hat collection on Family Day, Cygnet Theatre 
donated over $1,500 to the organization that serves special needs families 
throughout the county.

“Cygnet’s production of ‘A Christmas Carol’ upholds Dickens’ legacy.” – Uptown News  



table workshops culminating with a public performance. 
Through the reading before an audience, the playwrights 
can assess the final project and how it is received.

CYGNET SERVES
Recognizing the importance of serving San Diego’s vast 
military community, Cygnet took large strides in Season 
XIII to introduce programs that would support those 
who serve our country abroad as well as on the home-
front.  After becoming a Blue Star Theatre in February 
2015 and introducing Seats for Soldiers (now Tickets for 
Troops) in September 2015, Cygnet received an Exploring 
Engagement Grant from the James Irvine Foundation in 
December 2015 that helped launch a new, comprehensive 
military outreach initiative.

Blue Star Theatre
As a Blue Star Theatre, in collaboration with the Theatre 
Communications Group and Blue Star Families, with lead-
ership support from the MetLife Foundation, Cygnet now 
offers deeply discounted $20 tickets to military personnel, 
veterans, and their families. 

Tickets For Troops
Partnering with local military organizations, Cygnet invit-
ed patrons to subsidize heavily discounted tickets so that 
enlisted military, veterans, and their families could attend 
our 2015 production of A Christmas Carol free of charge.  
Thanks to this program, nearly 400 tickets were distribut-
ed through the United Services Organization, Operation 
Homefront, and the Armed Services YMCA.  

Workshops & Community Performances
Beginning with a comprehensive needs assessment,  
Cygnet’s Education and Outreach team met with numerous 
military community leaders and organizations to begin 
designing workshops and performances that would serve 
their needs. By the end of the 2015-2016 season, partner-
ships were confirmed with more than 10 organizations with 
plans to begin conducting workshops and performances 
within the first month of the new 2016-2017 season. 

EMERGING ARTISTS
Cygnet Theatre collaborates with San Diego State 
University to provide Lipinsky Family Fellowships for 
specially selected San Diego State University graduate 
students. In Season XIII, eight Fellows worked with 
designers on sets, sound, lights or costumes for Cygnet 
under the mentorship of Artistic Director Sean Murray.

Cygnet also provides professional directing and acting 
opportunities for select recent theatre school graduates, 
often offering them their first Actors’ Equity contract, 
helping launch their professional career. In 2015-2016, 
Cygnet provided three opportunities to these emerging 
artists. Since this program began, several artists have 
appeared on and off Broadway and others have 
returned to Cygnet, including Cygnet’s Associate 
Artistic Director, Rob Lutfy.

Emerging Artists Patrick Osteen and Alex Hoeffler

EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH PROGRAMS
Free In-School Workshops 
Cygnet brings in-school workshops to San Diego County 
middle and high school students, exposing them to theatre 
topics like acting, playwriting, literature and history.  The 
curriculum meets multiple San Diego Unified Visual and 
Performing Arts and California Common Core standards.  

In 2015-16, Cygnet’s 60 workshops, serving 870 students, 
focused on the productions of Hay Fever, The Vortex,  
A Christmas Carol, and Richard O’Brien’s The Rocky  
Horror Show.

Free Student Matinees
Cygnet offers free student matinees for select mainstage 
productions, and in 2015-2016, 830 students attended 
matinees of Hay Fever, The Vortex, A Christmas Carol, and 
Richard O’Brien’s The Rocky Horror Show.  Cygnet creates 
study guides for students and teachers to complement the 
matinee experience.

Post-show forums with actors and Cygnet’s dramaturg help 
further the students’ understanding of each production.  For 
the majority of these students, this was their first live theatre 
performance.

Storytelling on the Green
Six times each week, Cygnet moves outdside into Old 
Town San Diego State Historic Park for “Storytelling on 
the Green,” a free theatrical education program rooted in 
California history and literature. The actors perform in the 
Delsarte style, as did the Tanner Troupe, who performed 
in Old Town in the 19th century. The shows are targeted 
toward a younger audience, featuring abridged versions 
of classics like Hamlet, Macbeth, Romeo & Juliet, and Don 
Quixote performed in repertory.  

For many of the 8,000 participants in 2015-16, “Storytelling” 
was their first exposure to live theatre.

CYGNETURE EVENTS & COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 
Cygnet patrons return season after season for the work 
they see on our stage.  But engaging audiences doesn’t just 
happen during a show.  This year, we continued our popular 
Cygneture events including Theatre on Tap, Wine Nights, 
Out Nights, Pre-Show Concerts, Special Tasting Nights and 
Family Day.  We partnered with other non-profits to support 
a variety of causes while gaining exposure to new audiences.  
Partners included Make-A-Wish San Diego, San Diego Blood 
Bank, Special Needs Resource Foundation, and Southern 
Caregiver Resource Center.  Corporate and Business part-
ners included San Diego Family Magazine, Mission Federal 
Credit Union, Martinis Above Fourth, and the Tequila Factory. 

THE BILL AND JUDY GARRETT FINISH LINE COMMISSION
This new program awards a financial grant to two 
playwrights, one national and one local, to commission 
them to complete a work that has been in their “yet to 
be finished” pile. In addition to the grant to finish the 
play, they will be working with directors and actors in 



EXPENSE
PROGRAMMING	 $1,971,329

ADMINISTRATION	 $106,917

MARKETING	 $250,008

DEVELOPMENT	 $317,545

CONCESSIONS	 $31,100

TOTAL	 $2,676,899

Cygnet has experienced notable growth over the past 13 years. The largest increase came in the 
three years leading up to our move to Old Town and during our first year producing in Old Town.  
Once established in Old Town and during the early years of the great recession, growth was more 
modest.  This past season we had revenue growth of $318K, a 13.70% increase over the prior year. 
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BOX OFFICE RECEIPTS	 $1,123,935

CONCESSIONS	 $89,157

OTHER EARNED REVENUE	 $9,211

CONTRIBUTED - INDIVIDUALS	 $708,713

CONTRIBUTED - FOUNDATIONS	 $261,450

CONTRIBUTED - CORPORATIONS	 $14,840

GOVERNMENT	 $150,237

GALA AND SPECIAL EVENTS	 $243,344

TOTAL	 $2,642,537

REVENUE

As a nonprofit company presenting high-quality, daring and diverse programming, Cygnet relies 
on donations from individuals as well as private and public sources to accomplish our mission. 
Because ticket sales cover only a portion of the actual cost of producing a show, the generosity of 
our patrons is essential to maintaining artistic integrity while keeping ticket prices affordable.
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ANGELS 
Anonymous Donor
City of San Diego Commission for Arts & Culture
The James Irvine Foundation

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS
Anonymous Donor
Bill & Judy Garrett
Leonard Hirsch
Kamaya Jane & Diane Zeps in Honor of  
	 Their Mother, Elaine Lipinsky
Wendy Nash

PRODUCERS
Anonymous Donor 
Mark T. Bennett
April Blankfort
Ellen Cherin
Florence Cohen Fund *
County of San Diego
Elaine Galinson & Herbert J. Solomon
Ronald & Susan Heller
Ralph P. Johnson
Jeffrey & Sheila Lipinsky Family Fund*
Robin J. Lipman
Mandell Weiss Charitable Trust
Arthur & Marilyn Neumann
Pamela Richards
The Shubert Foundation
Molli Wagner
Pamela J. Wagner and Hanz Tegebo
Carey Wall
Rob & Betsy Watson
Harvey & Sheryl White
Ms. Barbara Zell & Mr. Bill McHarg, Jr.

ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS
Anonymous Donors
Rhoda & Mike Auer
Debbie Bodinger & Deborah Pettry
Bread & Cie Bakery/Cafe
Break Away Tours
Lisa Capper & Jesse King
Ron & Guadalupe Cohn
Marion Eggertsen
Jerry & Jill Hall 
Norman & Valerie Hapke
Jane & Richard Haskel
Adrian Jaffer & Ann Laddon
Jean & Gordon Kelly
Jim & Claudia Prescott
Polly Henderson Puterbaugh
Qualcomm Foundation
Robert & Doris Reed
Rick Rinaldi & Jaime Arroyo
Allison Rossett & Sue Reynolds
Bill Schmidt & Sean Murray
Miriam & Gene Summ
Christy White

PARTNERS 
Anonymous Donors 
Joyce Axelrod & Joseph Fisch
The Borack Family and Donald Mitchell 
	 in Memory of Belle Borack
Stanley D. Cohen
Coleman University
Cushman Foundation
Bernard Eggertsen & Florence Nemkov
The Samuel I. & John Henry Fox Foundation
The Heller Foundation of San Diego
D.B & Susan McLeod
Fenner Milton
Tim Mulligan & Sean Murphy
	 In Honor of Veronica Murphy
Jordine Von Wantoch
Rick & Ginny Wisley

PATRONS
Anonymous Donors
Actors’ Equity Foundation, Inc.
Edith Andrew-Akita
David Bardsley
Jan Bart
Richard & Eileen Brown
Dr. & Mrs. Edgar Canada

Diane Carpinelli
Thomas W. Carr
Boyd & Rita Collier
Jane Cowgill
Alice & Doug Diamond
Mark & Jenny Dowling  
	 In Memory of Daniel T. O’Connor, MD
Bud & Gingy Ferguson
Joyce M Gattas
Gay and Lesbian Fund for San Diego 
Sandra Gulden & Leon J Goldberger Gulden 
	 Private Foundation Robert & Meredith Hattrup
George Hecht
Robert Hyman
Jolene Koester & Ron Lustig
Jean & David Laing
Laird Norton Company LLC
Linda Lenhard & Mark Kritchevsky
Reinette & Marvin Levine
Dr. David & Leanne Lynn
Mrs. Heike Maglaque
Peter Manes & Yoko Sakaguchi
Lindy & Rick Miles
Charles & Ilene Mittman
Terry O’Donnell
Barbara B. Oswalt
Alexandra C. Pearson & Paul Meschler
Michael Perkins & Anne Turhollow
The Arthur & Jeanette Pratt Memorial Fund
Jim Price & Joan Sieber
Jay & Julie Sarno
Alan & Esther Siman
Joel & Katherine Spengler
Nancy Sprotte
Judy Strick
Ron & Susan Styn
F.D. & Jacquelyn Talbert
Dr. Lynne Thrope & Joe Parness
Ken & Dixie Unruh
Joseph Wollenberger & Ettie Delawie
Joseph & Kimberly Zakowski

SPONSORS
Anonymous Donor
Lisa Armacost & Kurt Hoffman
Aspiriant San Diego
Susan Barnett
David Berke & Nancy Lorsch
Ms. Barbara Bolt
Karen Borowick & Katherine Brecka
Chuck & Katie Boyer
Laura Bretton & David Rose
Barbara Burrill & Dennis Cooper
Janell Cannon
Ana Maria Grace & Charles A. Cuccaro
Manny & Melissa Fernandes
Richard & Beverly Fink Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene F. Fischer
Nancy Fletcher
Catherine R. Friedman
Hal & Pam Fuson
Jeff & Judy Handler
Janet Hanson
Drs. Patrick Harrison & Eleanor Lynch
Jamie Henson & Robert Houskeeper
Dr. Blaine Hibbard
Ms. Yolanda Holcomb
Janet & George Hoover
Dr. Jim Jaranson Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation
Marilyn Johns & Peter Stovin
Phil Johnson & Dr. Seth M. Krosner
Elaine Kalin
Bill & Linda Kolb
Diane Larabee
Luisa Larson
David E. Long
Brooke Loomis
Ronna & William Mallios
Lynne Martin
David McGrevy & Carolyn Perkins
Jack & Linda Miller
Dugan Moore
Mike & Mimi Murray

Barbara O. Orth
Lars Pasternack & Sean Selvey
Donald Ridgway & Patricia Powers
Al & Ann Schlegel
Russell & Brigid Schnapp
SDUSD Community Service Association
Dr. Stephen & Jill Seagren
Tom & Celeste Silva
Soledad Club
Thomas Patrick Stocky
Dr. Carol J. Sunofsky
John B. Thomas & Mary Koto
Erica Ueland
Janice Walker
Henry & Irene Weber
John White & Andrea Mays-White

BENEFACTORS
Anonymous Donors
Edward & Barbara Aguado
Lyn Berry
Mary Ellen Buchanan
Michelle Conde
Donna L. Cooley
Sherry &Davis Cracroft
Eli & Liz
Enid Farrell
Gerald Freedman
Barbara Freeman
Beverly Fremont
Gabe Garcia & Joseph Ornelas
Marlene Giles
Russell H. Ginns
Kathleen Hayes
Ruth Hayward
Suzanne & Lawrence Hess
Lesslie Keller
Mr. Thomas Kelly
Linda D. Kennedy
Diane Lapp
Juli Larsen
Dr. Eric L. Lasley
Mary Le Tourneau
Arleen & Robert Lettas
Charles & Robin Luby
Linda Lungren
Judy & Alex McDonald
Linda J. McDougall
Oliver McElroy & Karen Delaurier
Dr. Margaret McKerrow
Kathleen & James McNairnie
Sylvia Montero
Lori Moore
Steve Nehamen
Marjorie Peck
Marinda Peugh
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Rabiner
Linda & Stuart Robinson
Mr. Mason P. Rosenthal
Morton & Edith Jane Schnabel
Stephen Seaborg
Laurel Shupp
John Sprengle
Jean Stein
Toler’s Leather Depot
Howard & Leslie Toole
Paula Tupper
Stephen Seaborg
Thomas Silvers
John Sprengle
Diane Stocker
Ms. Nancy J. Taylor
Christine & Barry Tobias
Catherine & Jeff Tschiltsch
Henry & Irene Weber 
Elana & Hal Weinberger

* Gifts given through Funds at the Jewish Community Foundation

Thank you to all of our Donors at the Supporter  
and Friends Levels. 

This listing reflects gifts made from July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016. 

MANY THANKS TO CYGNET ANNUAL FUND DONORS
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10-YEAR REVENUE GROWTH

Anonymous Donor 
Alice Alperin* 
Joyce Axelrod 
Jan Bart 
Mark T Bennett 
Paula Bentley & Tom Little 
Diane Carpinelli 
Ellen Cherin 
Doug & Alice Diamond 
Kathy Dunlap* 
Teresa & Merle Fischlowitz 

CYGNET PLANNED GIVING SOCIETY
Cygnet is honored to recognize our Planned Giving Society members for their commitment to provide 
valuable resources to help ensure the future vitality and long-term stability of Cygnet Theatre.

Kathleen Hayes 
Jerry Lester Foundation,  
	 Rosarito, Mexico 
Robin J Lipman 
Jack & Linda Miller 
Paul Miller 
Ree & Maurice Miller* 
Wendy & Randy* Nash 
Arthur & Marilyn Neumann 
Deborah Pantoni 
Deborah B Pettry 

Executive Director Bill Schmidt, Associate Artistic Director Robby Lutfy and Artistic Director Sean Murray.

Pamela Richards 
Jay Richen 
Bill Schmidt & Sean Murray 
Abby Stitt* 
Lee & Michael Stone 
Jordine Von Wantoch 
Barbara Zell & Bill McHarg, Jr. 

*In Memoriam



Cygnet Theatre Company

Administrative Staff
Bill Schmidt – Executive Director

Manny Fernandes - Operations Manager 
Marinda Peugh - Development Director 

Autumn Doermann-Rojas - Marketing Director 
Lars Pasternack – Office Manager

Gabe Garcia – Development Associate
Nil Noyan – Marketing & Events Specialist

Taylor Wycoff – Director of Outreach & Education
Michelle Millum – Patron Services Manager 

Virginia Rivera - Group Sales Associate

Production Staff
Sean Murray – Artistic Director 

Rob Lutfy - Associate Artistic Director
 Jenn Stauffer – Production Manager

Jacob Caltrider – Casting Director
Samuel Moore - Technical Director

Skeeter Barraza – Master Electrician

Board of Trustees
Deborah B. Pettry, PhD, President

Rick Rinaldi, Vice President
Tim Mulligan, JD, Secretary
Arthur Neumann, Treasurer

Paul S. Bedington
Mark T. Bennett
April Blankfort

Ron Heller, MD, JD
Ralph P. Johnson

Sharon Lieder
Robin J. Lipman

Sean Murray
Wendy Nash

Terry O’Donnell
Bill Schmidt
Gene Summ
Barbara Zell

Photos by Ken Jacques and Daren Scott

WWW.CYGNETTHEATRE.COM 
Theatre - 4040 Twiggs Street, San Diego, CA 92110   |   Office - 2410 Congress Street, San Diego, CA  92110

Box Office - 619-337-1525   |   Office - 619-574-0059
Tax ID # 57-1146474 


